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RECORDING MEDIUM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119 to Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-152408 filed
Jul. 25, 2014. The contents of this application are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a recording medium and
an image forming apparatus.

In an organization such as a company, image forming
apparatuses such as multifunction peripherals may be
assigned to different groups, such as departments and divi-
sions within the organization, and each user uses a specific
image forming apparatus assigned to the group to which the
user belongs.

Some image forming apparatuses have a function of
allocating its resource, such as user document boxes, to
individual users. When a user is transferred from one group
to another, an administrator is usually required to make the
resource settings (for example, create a document box for
the user) in an image forming apparatus assigned to the new
group. The administrator is also required to make settings on
the image forming apparatus assigned to the group to which
the user formerly belongs so as to deallocate the resource
(delete the document box created for the user).

SUMMARY

A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to one aspect of the present disclosure stores
therein an installer program that is for execution by a
computer in a terminal device to install a driver program on
the terminal device when a user of the terminal device joins
a target group to which an image forming apparatus of a
specific model supported by the driver program is assigned.
The installer program causes the computer to display an
operation screen on a display device of the terminal device,
the operation screen including a first operation element to be
selected when the user joins the target group without having
previously belonged to any other groups and a second
operation element to be selected when the user joins the
target group as a result of transfer from a former group to
which the user formerly belonged. In response to selection
of the first operation element by the user, the installer
program causes the computer to: control the image forming
apparatus to create therein a document box for the user; and
add membership information of the user to group manage-
ment data managed by a predetermined server. In response
to selection of the second operation element by the user, the
installer program causes the computer to: control the image
forming apparatus to create therein a document box for the
user; identify an image forming apparatus assigned to the
former group with reference to the group management data;
control the identified image forming apparatus to delete a
document box created therein for the user; and add mem-
bership information of the user to the group management
data. The membership information includes identification
information of the user and identification information of the
image forming apparatus assigned to the target group. The
group management data includes, for each of a plurality of
users, history data including identification information of
image forming apparatuses assigned to groups to which the
corresponding user has belonged, the history data being
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based on membership information having been added to the
group management information for the corresponding user.

A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to another aspect of the present disclosure stores
therein a driver program that is to be installed on a terminal
device when a user of the terminal device joins a target
group to which an image forming apparatus of a specific
model supported by the driver program is assigned. The
driver program stored in the non-transitory computer-read-
able recording medium causes the computer to: display an
operation screen on a display device of the terminal device
upon first activation of the terminal device by the user after
installation of the driver program, the operation screen
including a first operation element to be selected when the
user joins the target group without having previously
belonged to any other groups and a second operation ele-
ment to be selected when the user joins the target group as
a result of transfer from a former group to which the user
formerly belonged. In response to selection of the first
operation element by the user, the driver program causes the
computer to: control the image forming apparatus to create
therein a document box for the user; and add membership
information of the user to group management data managed
by a predetermined server. In response to selection of the
second operation element by the user, the driver program
causes the computer to: control the image forming apparatus
to create therein a document box for the user; identify an
image forming apparatus assigned to the former group with
reference to the group management data; control the iden-
tified image forming apparatus to delete a document box
created therein for the user; and add membership informa-
tion of the user to the group management data. The mem-
bership information includes identification information of
the user and identification information of the image forming
apparatus assigned to the target group. The group manage-
ment data includes, for each of a plurality of users, history
data including identification information of image forming
apparatuses assigned to groups to which the corresponding
user has belonged, the history data being based on mem-
bership information having been added to the group man-
agement information for the corresponding user.

An image forming apparatus according to a yet another
aspect of the present disclosure is assigned to a target group
joined by a user. The image forming apparatus includes a
display device; a document box management section con-
figured to perform document box creation and document box
deletion; and a log-in processing section configured to
process log-in of the user to the image forming apparatus.
The log-in processing section displays an operation screen
on the display device when no log-in history indicating that
the user has logged in to the image forming apparatus is
found, the operation screen including a first operation ele-
ment to be selected when the user joins the target group
without having previously belonged to any other groups and
a second operation element to be selected when the user
joins the target group as a result of transfer from a former
group to which the user formerly belonged. In response to
selection of the first operation element by the user, the log-in
processing section: controls the document box management
section to create a document box for the user; and adds
membership information of the user to group management
data managed by a predetermined server. In response to
selection of the second operation element by the user, the
log-in processing section: controls the document box man-
agement section to create therein a document box for the
user; identifies an image forming apparatus assigned to the
former group with reference to the group management data;
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controls the identified image forming apparatus to delete a
document box created therein for the user; and adds mem-
bership information of the user to the group management
data. The membership information includes identification
information of the user and identification information of the
image forming apparatus. The group management data
includes, for each of a plurality of users, history data
including identification information of image forming appa-
ratuses assigned to groups to which the corresponding user
has belonged, the history data being based on membership
information having been added to the group management
information for the corresponding user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing one example of the
configuration of an image forming system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the structure of an
image forming apparatus shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the structure of a user
terminal device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the structure of a
management server shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 shows one example of machine data and group
management data shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 shows one example of an operation screen dis-
played for installation of a driver program according to a
first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing operations of a user
terminal device according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 8 shows an example of an operation screen displayed
upon first log-in to an image forming apparatus according to
a second embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing operations of the image
forming apparatus according to the second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following describes embodiments of the present
disclosure with reference to the drawings.
First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing one example of the
configuration of an image forming system. In the system
shown in FIG. 1, a plurality of image forming apparatuses 1
assigned to different groups #1 to #n are connected to a
network 2. One or more user terminal devices 3 are also
connected to the network 2. A management server 4 is also
connected to the network 2.

The image forming apparatus 1 is a multifunction periph-
eral or may alternatively be a different device having a
printing function, such as a printer or a copier. Each image
forming apparatus 1 is assigned to a specific group #i and
used by the member users belonging to the specific group #i.
Use of the image forming apparatus 1 by member users of
other groups is not typically permitted. The network 2 is for
example a local area network (LAN) within the company.

The user terminal devices 3 are for example personal
computers installed with a driver program supporting a
specific model of image forming apparatuses 1. More spe-
cifically, each user terminal device 3 belonging to a specific
group #i is installed with a driver program supporting the
specific model corresponding to the image forming appara-
tus 1 assigned to the group #i, by designating identification
information of the image forming apparatus 1. Conse-
quently, the user terminal device 3 of the group #i can
control the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the group
.
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The management server 4 handles data management
(including maintenance, addition, deletion, and edition) of
user data of the individual users, machine data of the
individual image forming apparatuses 1, and group manage-
ment data. The user data includes attribute information of
each user, such as the user ID, password, and user name. The
machine data includes information of each image forming
apparatus 1, such as the machine ID (identification infor-
mation), the group name (or group 1D) to which the image
forming apparatus 1 is assigned, and the installation loca-
tion. The group management data includes information of
the individual groups and their member users. The group
management data is used for group-by-group processing or
function management on the image forming apparatuses 1.
When a user newly joins a group or is transferred to the
group, the group management data is updated by adding the
machine ID of the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the
group into the machine ID history relating to the user.

The following describes the structure of the image form-
ing apparatuses 1, the user terminal devices 3, and the
management server 4.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the structure of an
image forming apparatus 1 shown in FIG. 1. As shown in
FIG. 2, each image forming apparatus 1 includes a printing
device 11, an operation panel 12, a storage device 13, a
communication device 14, and a controller 15.

The printing device 11 is an internal device for electro-
graphic printing of image data page by page on printing
paper.

The operation panel 12 is located on the housing surface
of the image forming apparatus 1. The operation panel 12
includes a display device 12a and an input device 12b. The
display device 12a displays various types of information to
users. The input device 1256 detects a user operation made
thereon. The display device 12a may for example be a liquid
crystal display. The input device 126 may for example be
key switches or a touch panel.

The storage device 13 can store various data and pro-
grams. The storage device 13 may be a non-volatile memory
or a large-capacity non-volatile storage medium such as a
hard disk drive. In the storage device 13, document boxes
13a are allocated to different users. Each document box 13a
is used by a corresponding user to store document data and
other data. Each document box 13a is associated with the
document box settings, including the setting to share the
document box 13a with other users, the setting to limit the
maximum permitted storage capacity, and the setting to limit
the retention period of stored data.

The communication device 14 is connected to the network
2. The communication device 14 is circuitry for data com-
munications with other devices (for example, the user ter-
minal devices 3 and the management server 4) connected to
the network 2.

The controller 15 includes a central processing unit
(CPU), read only memory (ROM), and random access
memory (RAM). The controller 15 loads one or more
programs to the RAM from the ROM, the storage device 13,
and so on. Through execution of the programs by the CPU,
the controller 15 implements the relevant processing units.
In this embodiment, the controller 15 implements a log-in
processing section 21, a job management section 22, and a
document box management section 23.

On detecting a log-in operation by a user, the log-in
processing section 21 acquires user identification informa-
tion (user ID alone or a user ID and a password) input by the
user on the operation panel 12. The log-in processing section
21 then performs authentication of the user based on the
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acquired user identification information. On successfully
authenticating the user, the log-in processing section 21
permits the log-in. If the user authentication fails, the log-in
processing section 21 refuses the log-in. The user authenti-
cation may be carried out by using the management server
4 as an authentication server.

When the log-in is permitted, the operation panel 12
displays an operation screen on which the functions of the
image forming apparatus 1 are selectable. When the log-in
is not permitted, the log-in screen promoting for the user
identification information continues to be displayed.

The user identification information may be acquired by
the operation panel 12 based on text input by the user.
Alternatively, the user identification information may be
acquired by using a non-illustrated ID card reader connected
to the controller 15 to read an ID card of the user.

The job management section 22 receives a job request
received from a user terminal device 3 via the communica-
tion device 14 or a job request input on the operation panel
12 by the user. The job management section 22 executes a
job (printing or copying) as per the job request.

The document box management section 23 performs
creation, deletion, and edition of a document box 134 as well
as addition and deletion of document data to or from the
document box 13a.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the structure of a user
terminal device 3 shown in FIG. 1. The user terminal device
3 is for example a personal computer having a network
communication function and installed with an operating
system, an application program, and so on. Each user
terminal device 3 includes a communication device 31, a
display device 32, an input device 33, a storage device 34
(recording medium), and an arithmetic processing device 35.

The communication device 31 is connected to the network
2. The communication device 31 performs data communi-
cation with other devices (for example, an image forming
apparatus 1) via the network 2, using a predetermined
protocol. The communication device 31 may be a network
interface or a modem. The display device 32 displays
various display screens to the user of the user terminal
device 3. The display device 32 may for example be a device
such as a liquid crystal display. The input device 33 detects
an operation made by a user. The input device 33 may for
example be a keyboard or a mouse.

The storage device 34 can store various data and pro-
grams. The storage device 34 may be a non-volatile memory
or a large-capacity non-volatile storage medium such as a
hard disk drive.

The storage device 34 stores an installer program 42 for
installation of a driver program 41. The installer program 42
may be downloaded from a predetermined server or read
from a portable recording medium such as a CD-ROM.
Alternatively, the driver program 41 may be included in the
installer program 42 and decompressed into the storage
device 34 at the time of insulation of the driver program 41.
When the driver program 41 is not included in the installer
program 42, the driver program 41 is downloaded and stored
into the storage device 34 from a predetermined server at the
time of installation of the driver program 41 according to the
installer program 42.

The arithmetic processing device 35 is a computer having
a CPU, ROM, RAM, and so on. The arithmetic processing
device 35 loads one or more programs to the RAM from the
storage device 34, the ROM, and so on. Through execution
of the programs by the CPU, the arithmetic processing
device 35 implements the relevant processing units.
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Upon startup of the user terminal device 3, the arithmetic
processing device 35 appropriately executes the programs.
In this embodiment, the arithmetic processing device 35
implements various processing units, including a non-illus-
trated operating system, a communication processing sec-
tion 51, and a driver 52.

The communication processing section 51 controls the
communication device 31 to perform data communications
using a predetermined communication protocol.

The driver 52 supports the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the group to which the user terminal device 3
belongs. The driver 52 is a processing unit implemented by
the arithmetic processing device 35 through execution of the
driver program 41 stored in the storage device 34. The driver
52 generates print data such as page description language
(PDL) data from document data that is generated using an
application program.

An installer 53 is a processing unit implemented by the
arithmetic processing device 35 through execution of the
installer program 42 stored in the storage device 34. The
installer 53 installs the driver program 41 into the user
terminal device 3.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the structure of the
management server 4 shown in FIG. 1. The management
server 4 is for example a server computer having a network
communication function and installed with an operating
system, a server program, and so on.

The management server 4 includes a communication
device 61, a storage device 62, and an arithmetic processing
device 63.

The communication device 61 is connected to the network
2. The communication device 61 performs data communi-
cation with other devices (for example, the image forming
apparatuses 1) via the network 2, using a predetermined
protocol. The communication device 61 may be a network
interface or a modem.

The storage device 62 can store various data and pro-
grams. The storage device 62 may be a non-volatile memory
or a large-capacity non-volatile storage medium such as a
hard disk drive. The storage device 62 stores user data 71,
machine data 72, and group management data 73.

The user data 71 includes user identification information
and user attribute information of each registered user.

FIG. 5 shows one example of the machine data 72 and the
group management data 73 shown in FIG. 4.

The machine data 72 includes, for each of the image
forming apparatuses 1 assigned to the groups #1 to #n, a
machine ID that is identification information of the image
forming apparatus 1, a group name, and an installation
location.

The group management data 73 includes, for each user, a
name of the group to which the user currently belongs
(joins), a current membership status of the user, user iden-
tification data (user ID and password), machine ID history,
document box information, and a log-in history. The docu-
ment box information indicates, for each machine ID
included in the machine ID history, whether or not the image
forming apparatus 1 identified by the machine ID has a
document box 13a created for the corresponding user. The
log-in history indicates a record of log-in by the correspond-
ing user to each of the image forming apparatuses identified
by the machine IDs included in the machine ID history
(whether or not the user has logged in to each image forming
apparatus at least once).

The group management data 73 shown in FIG. 5 indicates
for example that the user having the user ID “ABC” cur-
rently belongs to (joins) the software group II, is assigned
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the image forming apparatus 1 having the machine ID
“E0002”, and was assigned the image forming apparatus 1
having the machine ID “E0001” while the user belonged to
the former group before transfer to the software group II.

The group management data 73 is manually editable by
the administrator with, for example, editor software. Addi-
tionally, as will be described later, the group management
data 73 is automatically updated in response to a request
from the image forming apparatuses 1 or the user terminal
devices 3.

Reference is made back to FIG. 4. The arithmetic pro-
cessing device 63 is a computer having a CPU, ROM, RAM,
and so on. The arithmetic processing device 63 loads one or
more programs to RAM from the storage device 62, the
ROM, and so on. Through execution of the programs by the
CPU, the arithmetic processing device 63 implements the
relevant processing units.

Upon startup of the management server 4, the arithmetic
processing device 63 appropriately executes the programs.
In this embodiment, the arithmetic processing device 63
implements various processing units, including a non-illus-
trated operating system, a communication processing sec-
tion 81, and a service processing section 82.

The communication processing section 81 controls the
communication device 61 to perform data communications
using a predetermined communication protocol.

The service processing section 82 updates the group
management data 73 in response to a request from the image
forming apparatuses 1 or the user terminal devices 3.

In the above-described system according to the first
embodiment, the installer program 42 corresponds to the
installer program of the present disclosure, and installs the
driver program 41 that supports image forming apparatuses
of a specific model. In other words, the installer program 42
to be selected and used is for installing onto a user terminal
device 3 the driver program 41 supporting the image form-
ing apparatus 1 assigned to the group #i to which the user
terminal device 3 belongs.

For installation of the driver program 41 when a user of
a user terminal device 3 joins a group (hereinafter, target
group) to which the image forming apparatus 1 is assigned,
the installer 53 performs the following.

During the installation, the installer 53 displays an opera-
tion screen including a first operation element and a second
operation element on the display device 32 of the user
terminal device 3. The first operation element is to be
selected when the user joins the target group without having
previously belonged to any other groups. The second opera-
tion element is to be selected when the user joins the target
group as a result of transfer from a former group to which
the user formerly belonged.

FIG. 6 shows one example of an operation screen dis-
played on the display device 32 of the user terminal device
3 for installation of the driver program 41, according to the
first embodiment. In the example shown in FIG. 6, the user
inputs into a machine ID field 111 the machine ID of the
image forming apparatus 1 supported by the driver program
41 to be installed. The operation screen also displays a New
Member key 112 and a Transfer key 113.

The New Member key 112 and the Transfer key 113 are
soft keys. The New Member key 112 is the first operation
element described above, whereas the Transfer key 113 is
the second operation element mentioned above.

When a user operation of selecting the New Member key
112 is made with the input device 33, the installer 53 detects
the user operation and creates for the user a document box
13a in the image forming apparatus 1 having the machine ID
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input to the machine ID field 111. More specifically, by using
the communication device 31 and the communication pro-
cessing section 51, the installer 53 transmits a request to
create a document box 13a to the image forming apparatus
1 having the machine ID. In response, the image forming
apparatus 1 having the machine ID creates the document box
134 for the user. Subsequently, the installer 53 adds mem-
bership information of the user to the group management
data 73 managed by the management server 4. More spe-
cifically, by using the communication device 31 and the
communication processing section 51, the installer 53 trans-
mits the membership information of the user along with a
registration request to the management server 4. In response,
the management server 4 adds the membership information
of the user to the group management data 73.

The membership information of a user includes the iden-
tification information of the user, the membership status, the
machine ID, and document box creation information. The
membership information indicates details of the member-
ship of the user. The machine ID is the ID of the image
forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group. The
document box creation information indicates whether or not
a document box 13a for the user is successfully created. For
example, when the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to
the target group has a document box function, the document
box creation information indicates that the document box
134 has been successfully created. On the other hand, when
the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group
does not have a document box function, the document box
13a fails to be created. Thus, the document box creation
information indicates that the document box 13a has not
been created.

On receipt of the membership information of a user, the
service processing section 82 of the management server 4
updates the group management data 73 with respect to the
group name and the membership status relevant to the user.
In addition, the machine ID history relevant to the user is
updated by adding the machine ID included in the received
membership information, the document box information
relevant to the user is updated to be consistent with the
document box creation information included in the received
membership information, and the log-in history relevant to
the user is updated by adding a default value indicating
“No”, which means no log-in has been made to the corre-
sponding image forming apparatus 1.

When a user operation of selecting the Transfer key 113
is received, the installer 53 performs the following (a) to (c).

(a) The installer 53 creates a document box 13a for the
user in the image forming apparatus 1 having the machine
ID input to the machine ID field 111, in a manner similar to
the document box creation performed in response to selec-
tion of the New Member key 112.

(b) The installer 53 identifies, with reference to the group
management data 73 stored in the management server 4, an
image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the group to which
the user formerly belonged prior to the target group.

(c) The installer 53 deletes the document box 134 from the
image forming apparatus 1 thus identified. More specifically,
by using the communication device 31 and the communi-
cation processing section 51, the installer 53 transmits a
deletion request for the document box 13« along with the
identification information of the user to the identified image
forming apparatus 1. In response, the image forming appa-
ratus 1 deletes the document box 13a created for the user.

Then, in a manner similar to the membership information
registration performed in response to selection of the New
Member key 112, the installer 53 adds the membership
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information of the user to the group management data 73
managed by the management server 4. More specifically, the
installer 53 transmits the membership information of the
user along with a registration request to the management
server 4. In response, the management server 4 adds the
membership information of the user to the group manage-
ment data 73.

According to the first embodiment, the group manage-
ment data 73 includes document box information indicating,
for each user, whether or not the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the group to which the user belongs has a
document box 13a created for the user. The document box
information is updated according to the document box
creation information included in the membership informa-
tion. Therefore, the installer 53 performs the following (a)
and (b).

(a) The installer 53 determines, with reference to the
document box information, whether or not the image form-
ing apparatus 1 identified as a destination of the deletion
request has a document box 13a created for the user.

(b) The installer 53 transmits the deletion request to the
identified image forming apparatus 1 on determining the
presence of a document box 13a created for the user and
does not transmit the deletion request on determining the
absence of a document box 13a created for the user.

According to the first embodiment, the management
server 4 may store default document box settings determined
for the respective groups. In this case, the installer 53 may
cause the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target
group to acquire the document box settings determined for
the target group and applies the document box settings to a
document box 13a newly created for the user.

The following describes operation of a user terminal
device 3 according to the first embodiment. FIG. 7 is a
flowchart of operation of a user terminal device 3 according
to the first embodiment.

According to first embodiment, the user logs in, under his
or her own user account, to a user terminal device 3 assigned
to a group to which the user joins and executes the installer
program 42 on the user terminal device 3 to install, under the
user account of the user, the driver program 41 supporting
the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the group. More
specifically, the installer 53 is activated in response to a user
operation on the user terminal device 3 onto which the user
intends to install the driver program 41 (step S1). Once
activated, the installer 53 displays an operation screen as
shown in FIG. 6 on the display device 32 (step S2).

In response to a user operation of inputting on the
operation screen the machine ID of the image forming
apparatus 1 to be controlled by the driver program 41, the
installer 53 specifies the machine ID according to the user
operation (step S3). The installer 53 then installs the driver
program 41 that supports the image forming apparatus 1
having the specified machine 1D.

The user also selects, with a push, either the New Member
key 112 or the Transfer key 113 on the operation screen
according to the membership status of the user. In the case
where the user has not previously belonged to any of the
groups #1 to #n and joins the group #i as the first group ever,
the user selects the New Member key 112. In the case where
the user has belonged to one or more of the groups #1 to #n
and joins the group #i as the second or later group, the user
selects the Transfer key 113.

On receipt of the user operation made with the input
device 33 (step S4), the installer 53 determines whether the
user joints the group as a new member or as a result of
transfer (step S5).
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When the New Member key 112 is selected, the installer
53 determines that the user joins the group as a new member
and therefore transmits, using the communication process-
ing section 51 and the communication device 31, a creation
request to the image forming apparatus 1 having the speci-
fied machine 1D, without referencing to the group manage-
ment data 73. This causes the image forming apparatus 1 to
create a document box 13a for the user (step S6). More
specifically, the creation request includes the user 1D of the
user, and the document box management section 23 of the
image forming apparatus 1 having received the creation
request creates a document box 13a for the user having the
user ID included in the received creation request. More
specifically, in addition, by using a predetermined commu-
nication protocol, the communication processing section 51
searches the image forming apparatuses 1 on the network 2
with the machine ID as a search key. The communication
processing section 51 detects the image forming apparatus 1
having the machine ID and transmits the creation request to
the image forming apparatus 1 thus detected.

After creation of the document box 13a, the installer 53
creates membership information as described above and
transmits the membership information and a registration
request to the management server 4 by using the commu-
nication processing section 51 and the communication
device 31. This causes the management server 4 to update
the group management data 73 based on the membership
information received (step S7). Upon receipt of the regis-
tration request and the membership information, the service
processing section 82 of the management server 4 updates
the group management data 73 in a manner described above.

When the user joins the group as a new member, the group
management data 73 includes no record relevant to the user.
The service processing section 82 therefore adds a record
indicating the name of the group that the user joins, the
membership status (indicting new member), the user iden-
tification data, the specified machine ID, document box
information (indicating “Yes” representing the presence of a
document box), and the log-in history (indicating “No”).

On the other hand, when the Transfer key 113 is selected,
the installer 53 determines that that the user joins the group
as a result of transfer and therefore transmits, using the
communication processing section 51 and the communica-
tion device 31, a creation request to the image forming
apparatus 1 having the specified machine ID. Similarly to
step S6, this causes a document box 134 to be created for the
user (step S8).

After creation of the document box 13a, the installer 53
accesses the management server 4 by using the communi-
cation processing section 51 and the communication device
31 in order to read a record relevant to the user from the
group management data 73, specifies the machine ID of the
image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the former group to
which the user formerly belonged before the transfer, and
determines whether the image forming apparatus 1 assigned
to the former group has a document box 13a created for the
user (step S9).

On determining that the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the former group has a document box 13a
created for the user, the installer 53 transmits, using the
communication processing section 51 and the communica-
tion device 31, a deletion request for the document box 13«
to the image forming apparatus 1 having the specified
machine ID. This causes the document box 13a to be deleted
(step S10). More specifically, the deletion request includes
the user ID of the user, and the document box management
section 23 of the image forming apparatus 1 having received
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the deletion request deletes the document box 13a created
for the user having the user ID included in the received
deletion request. More specifically, in addition, by using a
predetermined communication protocol, the communication
processing section 51 searches the image forming appara-
tuses 1 on the network 2 with the machine ID as a search key.
The communication processing section 51 detects the image
forming apparatus 1 having the machine ID and transmits
the deletion request to the image forming apparatus 1 thus
detected.

When the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the
former group does not have a document box 13a created for
the user, the installer 53 does not transmit a deletion request.

Subsequently, the installer 53 creates the membership
information as described above and transmits the member-
ship information and a registration request to the manage-
ment server 4 by using the communication processing
section 51 and the communication device 31. This causes the
management server 4 to update the group management data
73 based on the membership information received (step
S11). Upon receipt of the registration request and the mem-
bership information, the service processing section 82 of the
management server 4 updates the group management data
73 in a manner described above.

When the user joins the group as a result of transfer, the
group management data 73 already includes a record rel-
evant to the user. Therefore, as in for example the record
relevant to the user ID “ABC” shown in FIG. 5, the record
relevant to the user is updated such that the group name (and
membership status when necessary) is changed to the group
name of the group that the user newly joins, the machine ID
specified as the machine ID of the image forming apparatus
1 assigned to the new group is added to the machine 1D
history, document box information (indicating “Yes™) is
added, and the log-in history (indicating “No”) is added.

As has been described above, the installer program 42
stored on a recording medium is executed by the arithmetic
processing device 35 of a user terminal device 3 when the
user of the user terminal device 3 joins a target group to
which an image forming apparatus 1 supported by the driver
program 41 is assigned. When executed, the arithmetic
processing device 35 performs the following (a) to (c).

(a) The arithmetic processing device 35 displays an opera-
tion screen including a first operation element and a second
operation element on the display device 32. The a first
operation element is to be selected when the user joins the
target group without having previously belonged to any
other groups. The second operation element is to be selected
when the user joins the target group as a result of transfer
from a former group to which the user formerly belonged.

(b) In response to a user operation of selecting the first
operation element, the arithmetic processing device 35 con-
trols the image forming apparatus 1 to create a document
box 134 for the user and adds the membership information
of'the user to the group management data 73 managed by the
management server 4.

(c) In response to a user operation of selecting the second
operation element, the arithmetic processing device 35 con-
trols the image forming apparatus 1 to create a document
box 13a for the user, identifies the image forming apparatus
1 assigned to the former group with reference to the group
management data 73, causes the thus identified image form-
ing apparatus 1 to delete the document box 134 having been
created for the user, and adds the membership information of
the user to the group management data 73.

The membership information includes the identification
information of the user and the identification information of
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the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group.
The group management data 73 includes, for each of a
plurality of users, history data including identification infor-
mation of image forming apparatuses assigned to groups to
which the corresponding user has belonged, the history data
being based on membership information having been added
to the group management data 73 for the corresponding user.

Consequently, the group management data 73 is automati-
cally updated when a user carries out procedures for joining
a group (installation of the driver program 41 and a user
operation on the operation screen according to the first
embodiment). This reduces the workload imposed on an
administrator involved in the user joining the group.
Second Embodiment

In the second embodiment, each image forming apparatus
1 is an image forming apparatus according the present
disclosure. When a user logs in to an image forming
apparatus 1 for the first time, the image forming apparatus
1 displays an operation screen as described above on the
operation panel 12. In response to a user operation of
selecting the first or second operation element, the image
forming apparatus 1 transmits the membership information
described above to the management server 4.

According to the second embodiment, the installer 53
neither displays an operation screen nor transmits the mem-
bership information described above.

According to the second embodiment, in the system
shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, when a user joining a target group
logs in to an image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the
target group, the log-in processing section 21 included in the
image forming apparatus 1 performs the following (a), (b1),
and (b2).

(a) When the user has no log-in history indicating a
previous log-in to the image forming apparatus 1, the log-in
processing section 21 displays an operation screen including
a first operation element and a second operation element on
the display device 12a. The first operation element is to be
selected when the user joins the target group without having
previously belonged to any other groups. The second opera-
tion element is to be selected when the user joins the target
group as a result of transfer from another group to which the
user formerly belonged.

(b1) In response to a user operation of selecting the first
operation element, the log-in processing section 21 controls
the document box management section 23 to create a
document box 13a for the user and adds the membership
information of the user to the group management data 73
managed by the management server 4.

(b2) In response to the user operation of selecting the
second operation element, the log-in processing section 21
controls the document box management section 23 to create
a document box 134 for the user, identifies an image forming
apparatus 1 assigned to the former group to which the user
formerly belonged before the transfer to the target group
with reference to the group management data 73, and
controls the identified image forming apparatus 1 to delete
the document box 13a created for the user, and adds the
membership information of the user to the group manage-
ment data 73.

The membership information includes the identification
information of the user and the identification information
(such as the machine ID) of the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the target group. The group management data 73
is as described in first embodiment.

The log-in history may be a log-in log kept by each image
forming apparatus 1 or the log-in history included in the
group management data 73 shown in FIG. 5. When the
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log-in history included in the group management data 73 is
used, the log-in processing section 21 accesses the manage-
ment server 4 by using the communication device 14 to
search the group management data 73 for a record relevant
to the user. On finding a record with the value indicating
“Yes” with respect to the image forming apparatus 1, the
log-in processing section 21 determines that the user has
previously logged in to the image forming apparatus 1. On
the other hand, when not finding such a record in the long-in
history included in the group management data 73, the log-in
processing section 21 determines that the user has not
previously logged in to the image forming apparatus 1.

FIG. 8 shows an example of an operation screen displayed
on the display device 12a upon the first log-in to the image
forming apparatus 1 according to a second embodiment. In
the example shown in FIG. 8, a New Member key 121 and
a Transfer key 122 are presented on the operation screen.
The New Member key 121 and the Transfer key 122 are soft
keys. The New Member key 121 is the first operation
element described above, whereas the Transfer key 122 is
the second operation element described above.

In response to a user operation of selecting the New
Member key 121, the log-in processing section 21 detects
the operation with the input device 126 and controls the
document box management section 23 to create in the image
forming apparatus 1 a document box 13a for the user.
Subsequently, the log-in processing section 21 adds mem-
bership information of the user to the group management
data 73 managed by the management server 4. More spe-
cifically, the log-in processing section 21 transmits the
membership information of the user and a registration
request to the management server 4 by using the commu-
nication device 14. In response, the management server 4
adds the membership information of the user to the group
management data 73.

The membership information includes identification
information of the user, membership information indicating
the membership status of the user, the machine ID of the
image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group, and
document box creation information indicating whether or
not the document box 13a is successfully created for the
user. For example, when the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the target group has a document box function,
the document box creation information indicates that the
document box 13a has been successfully created. On the
other hand, when the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to
the target group does not have a document box function, the
document box 13a fails to be created. Thus, the document
box creation information indicates that the document box
134 has not been created.

On receipt of the membership information of the user, the
service processing section 82 of the management server 4
updates the group management data 73 with respect to the
group name and the membership status of the user. In
addition, the machine ID history is updated by adding the
machine ID included in the received membership informa-
tion, the document box information is updated to be con-
sistent with the document box creation information included
in the received membership information, and the log-in
history is updated by adding a default value indicating
“Yes”.

When a user operation of selecting the Transfer key 122
is received, the log-in processing section 21 performs the
following (a) to (c).

(a) In a manner similar to the document box creation
performed in response to selection of the New Member key
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112, the log-in processing section 21 controls the document
box management section 23 to create a document box 13a
for the user.

(b) The log-in processing section 21 identifies an image
forming apparatus 1 assigned to the former group to which
the user formerly belonged before the transfer, with refer-
ence to the group management data 73 managed by the
server 4.

(c) The log-in processing section 21 deletes the document
box 13a created for the user from the identified image
forming apparatus 1.

More specifically, by using the communication device 14,
the log-in processing section 21 transmits a deletion request
for the document box 13a¢ along with the identification
information of the user to the identified image forming
apparatus 1. In response, the identified image forming
apparatus 1 deletes the document box 13a created for the
user.

Then, in a manner similar to the membership information
registration performed in response to selection of the New
Member key 121, the log-in processing section 21 adds the
membership information of the user to the group manage-
ment data 73 managed by the management server 4.

According to the second embodiment, the document box
management section 23 may determine whether or not the
image forming apparatus 1 identified as being assigned to
the former group to which the user belonged before the
transfer has a document box 13a created for the user, based
on the document box information. On determining that the
identified image forming apparatus 1 has a document box
13a created for the user, the document box management
section 23 may transmit a deletion request for deletion of the
document box 13a to the identified image forming apparatus
1. On the other hand, on determining that the identified
image forming apparatus 1 does not have a document box
13a created for the user, the document box management
section 23 may not be required to transmit a deletion request
for deletion of the document box 134 to the identified image
forming apparatus 1.

According to the second embodiment, the management
server 4 may store default document box settings determined
for the respective groups, and the document box manage-
ment section 23 may acquire the document box setting
determined for the target group from the management server
4 and apply the document box setting to the created docu-
ment box 13a.

Other components of the devices according to the second
embodiment are not described as they are identical to the
corresponding components already described above in first
embodiment.

The following describes operation of an image forming
apparatus 1 according to the second embodiment. FIG. 9 is
a flowchart showing operations of the image forming appa-
ratus 1 according to the second embodiment.

According to the second embodiment, a user is required
to log-in to an image forming apparatus 1 assigned to a
group to which the user belongs, before the user uses the
image forming apparatus 1.

When the user inputs identification information (for
example, user ID) by operating the input device 126 for
log-in, the log-in processing section 21 performs authenti-
cation of the user based on the information input and
determines whether or not to permit the log-in (step S21).

Upon successfully authenticating the user and permits the
log-in, the log-in processing section 21 determines whether
or not the log-in is the first log-in by the user to the image
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forming apparatus 1 (step S22). When the user authentica-
tion fails, no steps subsequent to step S22 are performed.

On determining that the log-is the first log-in, the log-in
processing section 21 displays an operation screen as shown
in FIG. 8 on the display device 12a (step S23).

The user operates with a push either the New Member key
121 or the Transfer key 122 on the operation screen accord-
ing to the membership status of the user. In the case where
the user has not previously belonged to any of the groups #1
to #n and the group #i is the first group that the user has ever
joined, the user selects the New Member key 121. In the case
where the user has belonged to one or more of the groups #1
to #n and the group # is the second or later group that the
user has ever joined, the user pushes the Transfer key 122.

On receipt of the user operation by the input device 125
(step S24), the log-in processing section 21 determines
whether the user joints the group as a new member or as a
result of transfer (step S25).

When the New Member key 121 is selected, the log-in
processing section 21 determines that the user joins the
group as a new member and therefore controls the document
box management section 23 to create, in the image forming
apparatus 1, a document box 13a for the user, without
referencing to the group management data 73 (step S26).

After creation of the document box 134, the log-in pro-
cessing section 21 creates membership information as
described above and transmits the membership information
and a registration request to the management server 4 by
using the communication device 14. This causes the man-
agement server 4 to update the group management data 73
based on the membership information received (step S27).
Upon the management server 4 receiving the registration
request and the membership information, the service pro-
cessing section 82 updates the group management data 73 in
a manner described above.

When the user joins the group as a new member, the group
management data 73 includes no record relevant to the user.
The service processing section 82 therefore adds a record
indicating the name of the group that the user joins, the
membership status (indicting new member), the user iden-
tification data, the specified machine 1D, document box
information (indicating “Yes”), and the log-in history (indi-
cating “No”).

On the other hand, when the Transfer key 122 is selected,
the log-in processing section 21 determines that the user
joins the group as a result of transfer and therefore creates
a document box 13¢ in a manner similar to step S26 (step
S28).

After creation of the document box 134, the log-in pro-
cessing section 21 accesses the management server 4 using
the communication device 14 in order to read a record
relevant to the user from the group management data 73,
specifies the machine ID of an image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the former group to which the user formerly
belonged before the transfer, and determines whether or not
the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the former group
has a document box 13a created for the user (step S29).

On determining that the image forming apparatus 1
assigned to the former group has a document box 13«
created for the user, the log-in processing section 21 trans-
mits, using the communication device 14, a deletion request
for the document box 13a to the image forming apparatus 1
having the specified machine ID. This causes the document
box 13a to be deleted (step S30). More specifically, the
deletion request includes the user ID of the user, and the
document box management section 23 of the image forming
apparatus 1 having received the deletion request deletes the
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document box 13a created for the user having the user ID.
More specifically, in addition, by using a predetermined
communication protocol, the communication processing
section 51 searches the image forming apparatuses 1 on the
network 2 with the machine ID as a search key. The
communication processing section 51 detects an image
forming apparatus 1 having the machine ID and transmits
the deletion request to the image forming apparatus 1 thus
detected.

When the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the
former group does not have a document box 13a created for
the user, the log-in processing section 21 does not transmit
a deletion request.

Thereafter, the log-in processing section 21 creates mem-
bership information as described above and transmits the
membership information and a registration request to the
management server 4 by using the communication device
14. This causes the management server 4 to update the group
management data 73 based on the membership information
received (step S31). Upon receipt of the registration request
and the membership information, the service processing
section 82 of the management server 4 updates the group
management data 73 in a manner described above.

According to the second embodiment having been
described above, when a user joining a target group logs in
to an image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group,
the log-in processing section 21 included in the image
forming apparatus 1 performs the following (a), (b1), and
(b2).

(a) The log-in processing section 21 displays an operation
screen including a first operation element and a second
operation element on the display device 12a. The first
operation element is to be selected when the user joins the
target group without having previously belonged to any
other groups. The second operation element is to be selected
when the user joins the target group as a result of transfer
from a former group to which the user formerly belonged.

(b1) In response to a user operation of selecting the first
operation element, the log-in processing section 21 controls
the document box management section 23 to create a
document box 13a for the user and adds the membership
information to the group management data 73 managed by
the management server 4.

(b2) In response to the user operation of selecting the
second operation element, the log-in processing section 21
controls the document box management section 23 to create
a document box 134 for the user, identifies an image forming
apparatus 1 assigned to the former group to which the user
belonged before the transfer to the target group with refer-
ence to the group management data 73, controls the identi-
fied image forming apparatus 1 to delete the document box
13a created for the user, and adds the membership informa-
tion of the user to the group management data 73.

The membership information includes the identification
information of the user and the identification information of
the image forming apparatus 1 assigned to the target group.
The group management data 73 includes, for each user,
history data including identification information of image
forming apparatuses 1 having been assigned to group that
the user has joined.

Consequently, the group management data 73 is automati-
cally updated when a user carries out procedures (log-in to
the image forming apparatus 1 and a user operation on the
operation screen according to the second embodiment) when
joining a group. This reduces the workload imposed on an
administrator involved in the user joining the group.
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Third Embodiment

According to the first embodiment described above, the
processing steps caused by the installer program 42 upon
installation of the driver program 41 includes display of the
operation screen, addition of the membership information of
a user, and operation relevant to document box 13a. Accord-
ing to the third embodiment, however, the same processing
steps as those caused by the installer program 42 are caused
by the driver program 41 supporting an image forming
apparatus 1 assigned to a target group to which a user joins
when the driver program 41 is activated for the first time
after installation of the driver program 41. Fach time the
driver program 41 is activated on a user terminal device 3 by
a user, an activation history indicating the activation is
stored for example on the user terminal device 3. When the
activation history includes no record indicting a previous
activation, it is determined that the driver program 41 is
activated for the first time. When the driver program 41 is
activated for the second or later time, the processing steps
are not performed. Other components of the devices accord-
ing to the third embodiment are not described as they are
identical to the corresponding components described in first
embodiment.

Although the embodiments described above are preferred
examples of the present disclosure. However, the present
disclosure is in no way limited to the specific embodiments
described, and various alterations and modifications are
possible within the scope of the essence of the present
disclosure.

For example, the first and second embodiments described
above may be altered such that before deletion of a docu-
ment box 13a from the image forming apparatus 1 assigned
to the former group, any document data stored in the
document box 13a is moved to the image forming apparatus
1 assigned to the new group.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
storing an installer program that is for execution by a
computer in a terminal device to install a driver program on
the terminal device when a user of the terminal device joins
a target group to which an image forming apparatus of a
specific model supported by the driver program is assigned,
the installer program causing the computer to:

display an operation screen on a display device of the

terminal device, the operation screen including a first
operation element to be selected when the user joins the
target group without having previously belonged to any
other groups and a second operation element to be
selected when the user joins the target group as a result
of transfer from a former group to which the user
formerly belonged;

in response to selection of the first operation element by

the user,

control the image forming apparatus to create therein a
document box for the user and

add membership information of the user to group
management data managed by a predetermined
server; and

in response to selection of the second operation element

by the user,
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control the image forming apparatus to create therein a
document box for the user,
identify an image forming apparatus assigned to the
former group with reference to the group manage-
ment data,
control the identified image forming apparatus to delete
a document box created therein for the user, and
add membership information of the user to the group
management data, wherein
the membership information includes identification infor-
mation of the user and identification information of the
image forming apparatus assigned to the target group,

the group management data includes, for each of a plu-
rality of users, history data including identification
information of image forming apparatuses assigned to
groups to which the corresponding user has belonged,
the history data being based on membership informa-
tion having been added to the group management
information for the corresponding user,

the membership information includes document box cre-

ation information indicating whether or not a document
box is successfully created for the user,

the group management data includes, for each of the

plurality of users, document box information indicating
whether or not image forming apparatuses assigned to
groups to which the corresponding user has belonged
have a document box created for the corresponding
user, and

the installation program further causes the computer to:

update the document box information based on the mem-

bership information;

determine, based on the document box information,

whether or not the identified image forming apparatus
has a document box created for the user;

on determining that the identified image forming appara-

tus has a document box created for the user, transmit an
instruction to delete the document box to the identified
image forming apparatus; and

on determining that the identified image forming appara-

tus does not have a document box created for the user,
not transmit an instruction to delete the document box
to the identified image forming apparatus.
2. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 1, wherein
the installer program further causes the computer to, if
any document data remains in the document box to be
deleted, move the remaining document data to the
document box created in the image forming apparatus
assigned to the target group.
3. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 1, wherein the installation
program further causes the computer to:
control the image forming apparatus having created the
document box to acquire a document box setting deter-
mined for the target group from the server; and

apply the document box setting to the created document
box.



